Marina/Yacht Club Safe Boater Program

A Guide for RBS Program Visitors

Mission Statement: 

The purpose of this program is to integrate existing RBS Programs into a focused boating safety initiative which will increase the delivery of the RBS messages in an efficient and concentrated manner.

1. Participating Marinas/Yacht Club would receive an RBS Safe Boater Marina certificate to identify their participation (see exhibit #1).  On an annual basis, they could receive additional recognition as defined below (see exhibit #2).  
2. The Program Visitors would lead this initiative (either at the Division or Flotilla level) and would be responsible

a.  For initiating, nurturing and monitoring the program.

b. Supplying Auxiliary or other partner resources to meet the program objectives.

3. Performance Levels

a. Bronze Star level:  The Marina/Yacht Club will

i. Actively sponsor and host one Public Education  event (event will be defined later) every three months or part therein of their operational season.

ii. Actively sponsor and host one Maritime Domain Awareness public information or Marine Environmental event every 3 months

iii. Actively sponsor one Vessel Safety Check Day per their operational season

iv. By the end of their operational season, 50% of their averaged registered recreational vessels will have received and passed a VSC.

b. Silver Star level: The Marina/Yacht Club will

i. All of the above except the PE, ME and MDA events would be sponsored and hosted every other month during their operational season.

ii. 75% of the registered vessels must have received and passed a VSC

c. Gold Star level:  The Marina/Yacht Club will

i. All of that in a. except the PE, ME and MDA events would occur once a month.

ii. 90% of the registered vessels must have received and passed a VSC.

Notes:
· A Public Education event would include ABC, any single lesson course, i.e. GPS, Charts, BS&S stand alone chapters, etc.  Or a safety equipment demonstration day: flares, fire extinguishers, radio use, GPS use, etc.  
· Marine safety and environmental programs would also apply to meeting the MDA requirements.
· Any Auxiliary “kids” educational programs could be utilized
· Groups that oversee marina type operations, such as municipal, state or federally run facilities, can also participate in this program.
4. Suggestions:

a. The first step is to organize a Team meeting to discuss how the program will be used  by either a Flotilla or Division.

b. Identify key Team members and review the program and their roles.

c. Identify a potential Marina or Yacht Club and determine the resources required for a successful program: number of Instructors, Vessel Examiners, and Public Affairs support.

d. Approach the Marina/Yacht Club to sell the idea and to solicit their support.

e. Document the activity locally and nationally.

f. Either the FSO-PV or the SO-PV can rate the Marina/Yacht Club to determine the performance level to be awarded.

5. Awards should measured during the 2010 boating season and be presented at the end of the season.  The performance award should be documented locally and also at the National level.

Exhibit #1
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The United States Coast Guard Auxiliary

Is proud to recognize 

Marina/yacht club name

As an active supporter of its 

Marina/Yacht Club Safe Boater Program

 by sponsoring 

Public Education classes

Marine Environmental education

Maritime Domain Awareness presentations

And 

Encouraging their members to 

obtain and pass a

Vessel Safety Check

[image: image2.emf]
Awarded by Flotilla: ____________________

Exhibit #2

[image: image3.png]



The United States Coast Guard Auxiliary

Is proud to present

Marina/yacht club name

With a

Marina/Yacht Club Safe Boater Program SILVER   STAR
 by sponsoring between 01 April & 30 October 2008
3-Public Education classes

2-Marine Environmental education

1-Maritime Domain Awareness presentation

And 

Encouraging 79 % of their members to 

obtain and pass a 

Vessel Safety Check
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Awarded by Flotilla: ____________________

